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“ To thine own self

be true, and it must follow,

BY ROB'T. A, THOMPSON & (0.

PICKENS COURT IIOUSE, 8. ¢, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1867,
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L PORTRY.

The Heart.
Oh! could we read tho hunian henvt,
1ts gtrange, mysterious depths exploro,
What tonguos could tell ov pen impart,
The richey of itz hidden lore?

Sale from tho worlil's distrustful eye,
What deep and burning feolings play,

Which e'en storn veason's power defy,
And wear the sands of lire awny.

Think not heneath a amiling brow,
To always find a joyous henvt,

Fur wit's bright glow, und venson's flow,
Tuo olten hide u eankeving dart,

The bivd with bruised and broken wing,
1L tries to mount the nir again,
Among its mates to gladly sing,
Its last melodious ilying strain,

The fire that lights o flasling eye,
May by a burning heart be fwd,

Which in ity angaish yearns to die,
Whilo yet it seems to pleasure wed.

Oh, do not havshly juldge the hoort,
Though cold and viiin it secims 1o liv ;
Nov rudely seck the vgil to part,
That bides its deep. deep mystiery !
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From the Columbin Mhenix.

LETTER FROM GEN., HAMPTON.

GENTLEMEN ¢ [ ber to acknowledge the
reeeipt of the letter in which you do me the
honor to ask “my advico with reard to your
action inthe very importaut matters soon to
bie submitted to tha people of the State.''—
Thongh T cannot but feel that many of those
whose names ure signed to this eommuniea-
tion ure far more competent to offer counsel
on the grave topies now agitating the publie
mind than wyself; as 1 deem it to be the du.
ty of every muan, when ealled un by his fel.
low-citizong, in timeg of peril, th aontribute ull
in his power to promote the general weltire,
or to ward off the common dangoer, T willing-
ly comply with your flattering request.

Recognizing, then, the duty imposed on me
- Peaichtreiereted, - Weormby—tha-grcat-
-re’sPnotI foel ‘for those \:'l;u Tave thus hou.
oured ‘e, [shall state with perfect eandour
the imminent  dangers swrrounding us, and
point out with equal Fraukness the ouly course
whieh, in my jps‘guwut, we can pursue with
lionour, or with any liope of ultimute safoty,
Before procceding to t e disvussivu of ‘tl:u
pragent condition of uffuive, it ix praper td let
yuu kuow wliat were the views entertuined hy
myzelf immedistely nfter the ecssation of se-
tive hostilitide, and what was the course 1
thought our pgople should then follow,  'I'his
eannot be doneunore coucisely thun by giving
io you u copy of a lotter adidrossed to James
€t. Gibbes, Isq., chinirman ot a publie meot-
ing, which was held here in August, 1865 —
Naot being in the eity at that time, 1 wrote the
following letter, which, yielding to. the views
of others, I afterwards determined not to pub-
lish :

Avausr 20, 1865,
To ITis Honor James (. Gibbes, Mayor oy

Columbiie :

Sne: Having been nbeent when the late
publie meeting was held in the eity, I take
this method of expressing my views on the
subjeets disenssed on that oceasion. 1t is
with some reluctanes that 1 express these
views, 18 T do not eoncar in the policy advoca
tod by the mecting, s it desirable that the
penple of the State shonld take nny action
Jooking ta a vestoration of eivil government
at preseut 7 I think not; and for these rea-
Aons ;

The State is cither a member of tho Teder.
sl Uniou, or itis not. 17 a memher, then
met only is it a work of supe-erogation for her
20 ask admission to the Union, bnt she is, by
ghe Canstitution ol the United States, pguar-
ameed avepuhlican form of government, and
£he hae the right to administor her govern-
wnent under such u constitution nnd by such
Taws a6 she choosen,  But if «lie, on the con-
truey, ie not a member of the Union, she must.
‘be regaeded sither us o tervitory, or as con-
quered provinee. In either condition, the
United States' authorities aro charged with
the duty of providing o proper government
for her, and I think the true policy of the
Htnte i to remnin passive until such gov-
“ornment i given to her, or is forced upon her.
‘Jf the course indigated by the medting here
§a follosed Ly the State, what will be the re-
eult 7+ Will it lead to the restorntion of ;tho
Union ns it “existed, and to the re-establish-
ment of the eonatituticn and laws of thiy
this State? I do not think hat such will be
tho onge. 1o restore the State to the ‘[Ir]mn
by, the plan ocontemplated in the- resoiittions
adopted by the meeting here; it will be nec.
«8gary to onll a_convention of the Stnte,.—
That a convention,- choson as that will be,
will “represont the wishes of the people of
tho Btate; is 'an’ imposaibility.  But passing
over this grive objection, there remains the
atill graver biie as to tho adoption of a consti-
‘tution. -~ Avo'the'people of tho-State willing,
by the adoption of a new nnd totally different
_oonatitution, to ignoreall the toashings of the
'pst, to subyart the wholo order of ‘sooisty, to
.oliango, in a moment, ita: wholo organization,
and, in & ward, to commit: (1€ $he expression
‘many-bio ured) political atloide? Yot this: is
the inoyitablo tondenoy of the courss. recom-
‘mendod by tho: meeting. No onoy for a mo-
mant, sappose that the Stato will be admit.
ted'into ln;'-Ui"li.uri'with.ﬁha prosent copghibu-
(Won. To  gain. .admlbrgbtj,\.':tlyo..'-‘\ﬂt_at@:\;muat

10 with.aconstipution rapresantingy not tho
_ vgn.g;q&;"élqtomﬁt%gf_-thu i dp{e ‘of Sputh.
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way be urged that the State must come with
such a constitution, or not come at all, If such
is the fact, then let hier not come at all.  The
United States Government will hold the coun-
try, us it now does, by military oceupation ;
its troops will be present to innugurate and
enforce the new wystew of labor decreed by
the President of the United States, and the
people, though conquered, will not have the
additional huwillintion and repronch which
they would bring upon themselves, if they
consent to destroy their own eoustitution
which was Lequeathed to them by their fath-
ers.

Besides these varions reasons against the
pulicy advocated by the meeting, it appears to
me that it is premature for the people to
move at present.  ‘Phe authorvities nt Wash-
ington liive not indicated the course they pro-
puse to pursue towards the State, nor have
they manifested great zeal in the restoration
of that Union for which they have professed-
ly been fighting for the lust four years.  1hey
have not asked the State to veturn to tho Un-
ion. nor have they anuounced the terws upon
which it can doso.  When they huve dono
these things, it will be tiwme enough for the
State to take counsel how to act.

1 v smmend, then, with all deferenco to
yourself and the gentlemew over whom you
prexided the other day, Lhat the people should
rewain perfeetly quiet, taking no action what-
ever in public alluirs.  Letve all thesa mat-
ters to L‘lc United States Government, which
will, doubtless, in good time, provide a gov-
ernmeut for you.  Until that is done, the
eartridge box ean tuke the place of the ballot-
box, and the bayonet is a good substitute for
the luw. Tt is better te be governed by these
than to give to your State a constitution which
misrepresents the wishes ot the people, hu-
wilintes their pride, debauches their society,
destroys their prosperity und degrudes their
Jtate,

I haye the honor to be, very respectfully,
your fricud and fellow-citizen

WADE ITAMPTON,

Tt wns clear to my mind that the true poli-
¢y of the Bonth was to remain pussive, ob-
serviog, with the most serupulons fidelity, the
obligations we assumed when wo laid down
our arms, and making no concessions beyeud
those embnaced in the terms upon which we
surrendered. T held that tho Uuited Stutes
Governwent bad not ounly offered terms to the
“Suuth, but'that ity 'ﬁal!ﬁﬂwﬁh ifedgted 10 the
obstrvunce of those tering,  Llvery official aot
of every department of that "government, du-
ving the war, declared that the Southern States
wero still members of the Union, and Cou-
LFORE, b{y an almost unanimous vote, in the
st solemn manner

4 Resolved, That this war was not waged,
an our part, in any epirit of oppreasion, nor for
any purpose of conguest or subjugation, nor
purpuse of overthrowing or interfering with
the rights or established institutions of the
Stutes, but defend and waintain the suprema-
oy of the coustitution, and to preserve the
Union with all the dignity, equality and rights
of the several States uunimpaived. That ug
soon ar these objects are accomplished, tho
war ought to cease.”

The sawe body gave the strongest evidenco
that they regarded the Union unbroken, even
during the war, by their recognition of Mr.
Carlisle ps Senator from Virginia—T mean
the nobla ¢ Old Dominion,” and not her ille-
witimate and degenerate child, West Virginia
—and allowing him to retain his seat until
near the close of the war. The very paroles
given to the Southern soldiers promised the
protection of the United States Government
to thosa holding them, so long s they obeyed
the laws of *“the States wherein they resi-
ded ;” thus recognizing, not only the South-
arn States as States, but the laws of these
States.  We had overy reason, as far ay we
could trust to the faith of our opponents, to
believe that the Southiern States would be re-
ceivad into the Union with all their * digni-
ty, equality and rights unimpaired,’” as soon
ns they renewed their allegiance to the general
governnient, and acknowledged its supremaany.

Tt would be foreizn to the purpose of this
communication to dizcuss what faith has been
kept with the South—mankind hns alrendy
aflixed to that sort of faith the name of Pu.
nie ; I only touch on these points to show the
mistakes committed by the South, when it
conformed to those domands of the North
which wero intorpolated into the conditions,
after our aurrender,  Our State Conventions
wore mistakes; so were the ehanges of our
constitutions ; greater thun all athors was the
logislation ratifying the nmendment of the
United States Constitation known as Article
14, T am well aware that the action of the
Southern people, at that time, was dictated by
an honest dosire to seewre tho blessings of
peaco, and by a high sense of honor, which
prompted them to show that they were sincore
in their wish to do everything that would tend
to tho restoration of the Union on henorable
terms I have no hesitation in asserting that
tho Southern Statea would then have heon
broizzih back to the [Tnion with more of “loy-
nlty i_.go vse a favorito oxpression of the
North—than hddl existed amongst thém for
forty years pnnt,-h_ﬁd -’-1..1? North proved }tw!f
ito bo s magnantooug ps' it had shown itse!f
to be powerfuls DBut it was the misfortune,
not only of the South, hut of the whole cour.
try, that tho party which had ubtninsﬂ PR8§es-
nion of the goveriment was movo intont on 84:
curing its own_ powor, than of restoving tie
Union to iis oWn 'irlat_inq‘,-'gl_qry; After no-
quiring power, on the sole ground of _bnq?in
back the Southorn States to the common fold,
svith all‘their ¢ diguity, equality and: rights
unimpairad;” they basely botrayed tho_m.mg::
of the North, by subordinating the intarchts
and_rights of ten .__sc,ms«-? this’ offort 66 por:.
-pp't.\mth:t&w.ppﬂ't-qf thelt: v falsl AR
whilo they, did so, évery pl aﬁlﬂl: they’
‘hnd fhadb diring tho'aontinuatige.of the war,
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The war, which wag professedly waged soialy
for the restoration of the Union, in its piog-
ress, degencrated into an Gpen altempt, on tho
part of its nuthors, to eonsolidate and perpet-
unte Radieal rule, and u government, which
was founded on the noble moxim that ¢ goy.
ecrnments derive their just powers frow the
consent of the governed,” hiay bean perverted
to the buse ends of subjecting ton willious of
it people to a military dospotism,

That 1 way vot be nceused of stating this
proposition in stronger langnage thun is war-
ranted by the fucts of the euse, 1 beg Lo el
your attention to the following extract of an
article whieh emannted from Mussacliusetls,
Beaving the dmprimatur of Boston, its lan-
ruage, which, hind it been uttered here, miuht
have smacked of treason, ean be regarded only
as loyal

“The priveiple,’”” suya this writer, “on
which the war was waged by the North, was
simply this: ‘That men may rightfully be com-
pelled to subwmit to and suppurt a government
that they do not want j and that vesistnnee on
their pnrt mukes them traitors and oriminals,
No priueiple that is possible to be nmmed ean
be more self-evidently false than this, or more
self-evidently futal to ull politieal freedom,—
Yet it triuvmphed in the field, and it is now
agsumied to be established. 11 it be veally es-
tablished, the number of slives, instend of
having been dimiuished by the war, has been
groul]y inurul\m--,l; for w wun t.l;u% ::'lﬂlil'frll!{l
to a government that he does not wanl, 151
slave; and there is no difference in principle,
but ouly in degree, between politieal aud chat-
tel siavery.  T'hie fovmer, no logs thaw the lat-
ter, denies o mun's ownership of hituselt and
the products of his labor, and asserts thut oth-
er men may own him and dispose of him and
his property for theiv uses and at their pleas-
ure.  I'revious to the war, there werve some
grounds for saying that iv theory, ut least, i{
uot in practice. our government was a free ona
—that it rested on couseut.  Dub notling of
that kind can be said vow, if the prineiple on
which tLie war was carried on by the North iy
irrevoeably establishied.” *

Tfere we ure told in emplntic languagze, by
n Northern man, whose wind eannot be ob.
seured certainly by the socalled herosies of
Southern doctrines, what wux the principle on
which the war was waged by the Norvth, and
we are warned—~GCiod grant that the warning
may not be in vain—what will be the resule
i - thid prineiple is {rvovoeably estublistied.—
Let it be established, nud we muy bid adien to
constitutional liberty—republicun institutions
will be swept wway in the storm that will avise,
and we shall enter on those dark and gloory
seenes which«will nlways precede a nation's
death.  The time will then indeed have come
for ux to pray, in the words of a fearless and
eloquent son of Ueorgia, for the speedy nd-
veot of ¢ the Ameriean Ciesav.”  The swholo |
reeent lewislution of the fractinmal Cloneress |
at Washiugton seems to have only in view to
break down all the harriers of the Constitu.
tion of the United States; to ignore the im-
mortul truthy of the grent rebetlion of 70,
and to convero a government, which had, as
its only foundation, “ the consent of the gov-
erned,” into one sustmned by force alone.—
None of the Radieals pretend that the wilita- |
ry bills are constitutionnl.  They udmit—
perhaps T should say, rather, they triust—that
these measures ore uneonstitutional, while
t.: wleavor to make the South ratify thenr,
by srousing and appealing to the hn.v_u.qt. pis-
sions of humgn nature, fear and eupidity.—
They throaten ns with confiseation, on the one
hand, if we do not accept these measures ;
they give them the semblance of law, while
on tho*other they attempt to bribe those
amongst us who are so buse and venal as to be
willing to purchase immunity for themselves
by selling the libertics of their eountry.

Are these despicable motives strong enough
to corrupt the virtue of the Southern people ?
Will that people, who have proved themselves
enpable of making any and all ancrifices for the
au{:o of their prineiples, sink fo Tow asto ﬁ|1y
the mere privileze to live—even if they live
slaves —by giving up all that they have here-
tofore held saered, and all that makes life
itsell. worth having 7 “Will they allow their
action to be influenced by threats? Thrents
ean never govern biave men,  Arethey alraid
of confiseation by Clongress?  1f they adopt
these IReconstruction nets, they will most ps.
savedly suffor confisention in its worst and most
t_ymlmicul form, throngh the ¢ reconstructed’”
States. It is for them to determine Lhese mo-
mentous  questions  for themselves.  They
have alrendy cnrried concession to the verge
of folly. Ilecar what another Northern writer
saya on this point : !

“ The progrmmme of the ruling party ean-
not be alterod or changed by concession,—
That has been tried in the South. All tho
domands of Congress have been complied
with by tho States Iatoly in revolt, They
haves altered their covstitutions, adopted the
amendment abolishing sluvery, sttended to
the condition of the frecdmen, repudiated the
debt contracted by them for war purposes, and
in this manner showed their anxicty to re-
sume constitutional ralations with the Federal
Governmaont.  But oaeh concession hos been
met witlya fresh demand, until at'the present
time, ten States have been turnedinto milita- |
ry divisions, ton (overnors, chosen by the
poopla, superardad by five Tiri$:1tlicr-tit:nern'!s.
and the will of a minority Congress plaged
over and above tha power ond authority of
the constitution, & * * In order to carryout
this soheme, which wns concdoeted by the rev-
olutionary committee of (fongroess, the Bouth-
orn Btates nre made subject to a military Ly
ranny, without limitation or rosponsibility, or
othier ohools or instrutions, tham that it shall
ugo its powera literally to oarny out tho politi-
anl ‘parpossq of the Tuling partyin tho. na-

ﬂaﬁ
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alaviands beon so productive of bonefit thnt

pared for the sake of expedienoy—that fatal
fallncy which s lured us so fur én the rond to
destrugtion—that Trojun Horse whiech hos
brouglt with it an llnd of woes——to barter
away the few rights remaining to us?  Yet
this is the course we must Jfoliow, if we ne-
cept terms which we know to b contrary to
tho condition: on which w= surrendered,
which ire nimical to all true reconvilintion,
and whichiare in open and palpable violution
of the“Coustitution of the United States—
of that'constitution which we « wenr to support,
at tno yery moment we ure grossly ouiraging
its most snered provisions ! Would vt those
who vate for these laws, knowing them to e
uneonstitutional, be guilty of perjury ? What
good exn come of laws which begin i fraud
and can be earvied into effeet only by perjury ?

flections on those Southern men who honestly
and couscientiously advoeate our nceeplance
of these military bills. Auy divisions nmongst
us ure to ke depreented, and it is unwise ns it
is_unkind to impungu the motives of men
whe, on many a lield, have proved their de-
votion to the Sonth.  Fspeeinlly do I resvet
the viblent attacks which have been made on
that gallant soldier who so long and so ably
led the illustrious First Corps of the Army
of Northern Virginin. 1t has been his hard
fate, 1 penee asin war, to be wonnded by his
owu people.  Fhat elarity which hopeth
all l-l',i,ll;m" and o naturn] distrust of our ov
judgment, should make us treat the convie-
tions of sueh men with at least kiudly and
proppr consideration.  Dut for those “ who
see the vight and yet the wrong pursue,”
who/ while their country seems to be strug-
¢ling iu the throes of death, sonsult ouly their
own bese fonrs and low instinets—who, tosave
their vile property or still more vile persons,
would degrade their State—who bid us aceept
dishptior as the pried of sufety—Ilanennee has
no tevms strong enough to brand their infamy.
They are as far bevond the rench of adequate
punishment in this world ns they are beneath
the scorn and eontenipl of all honorable men.

Buat to return to the consideration of the
Recoysiruetion acts, from whieh this digres-
sion bz led me,  What inducements do the
advachtes of these mensures hold out to us to
ncept them 2 Can they promise us pence ?
Lok nt T'ennessee, and learn what kind of
peage vee are to have.  Can they promise us
nn iiptabla State constitution—one that
Will- ol e intdriovred with by Contgress f—
Lok at Delaware, Maryland and Kentucky
—three ** loyal’ sovereign States—which vre
to be put ou trial before a Star Chamber com-
miitee, on the charge of not having republi-
can eonstitution.  Can they promise n resto-
ration of the Union? The Radionl rulers
expreasly deelare that their measures are not
“finalites.”  Can they promise, even that
donbitful good, representution in the Congress
of the United States? T vefer you to Ken-
tueky, whose representatives are iznominious-
ly rejected, becanse rebels cuted sor them !—
But suppose that the State aceepts the terms
proposed by the wilitary bills ; that she agrees
to the permancent and total exclusion from her
councils of the intellect, the experience, the

twisdom and the patriotism which, in times

past, ave her lustre; that. instead of these
noble qualities and virtues, she commits her
political destinies to the guidanee of igno-
rance, inexpervience, folly und  radiealism ;
that she adopts a8 constitution disfranchising
forever tha men who, in eheying her command
to defund ber, believed thiat they were serving
Gad ; that she

* Buys—ignominions purehnge-—short repose,
With dying curses ntil the groans of those

Thpt served and loved, and pat in their trost,”

Suppose ahe does all these things, and that
the Radienls then graciously permit her to
send her representatives to Washington, from
what class will shie select the men who are to
fill tho plaees once honored by Lowndes, Cal-
houn, MeDuflie, Preston, Cheves, Iayne, Hu.
gey and their glovious compeets?  The same
body which has shown such wisdom and mag-
namity in framing these Reconstruction acts
that are to bring so many blessings in their
train, gives you the answer in the following
uct of Congress ?

“1. Hlorealter any person cleeted or ap-
pointed to any office of power or profit undor
the Government of the United States, cither
in the eivil, military ornnval departinents of
the United States, shall, hefore entering up.
on the dutics of rueh office, and being enti-
ted to any of the ealary or other emoluments

hereof, take and subseribe the following oath :
‘1o solemnly swenr, that I have never volun-
tartly boroearmsagainst the United Statessinee
Thavébgen a citizen thereof; that I have volun-
tarily given no aid, countenance, eounsel, or
cneouragémont to persons engaged in nrned
hostility thareto; that T have neither sought
notr nccnptmf',_ nor nlh-.mpfnd to exercise, the
funotions of apy office whatever, under any
nuthority in hostility to the United States;
that T have vot yielded 2 voluntary support to
any pretended government, suthority, power
or gonstitution within the United States, hoa-
tile ov' inimical thercto. And I do further
swonr, that to the beat of my knowledge ond
ability, T.will support and defond the Constitu-
tion-of the United States against nll enomies,
forcigre and domestia ; that L will bear true
faith aud alleginnoe to tho &nme; that I tuke
this nl:Pgntiun freely, without any Wmental rea-
ervatiogn or purpose of evasion; and that T
will well _%ln taithfully disoharge the dutien
of this;affica on whieh I am about to enlor—:
86 jliolﬁ me God ' "And any parson who shall
falagly take tho said oath shall bo guilty. of
perjfing, and on.conviction, iw nddition t6 the

analtisg now proscribed for that offence, shall
ot his office, -apd ronderod inea-

m}hp’ﬁ
pable of - dwér after lolding any office ov place

; | Ynder the:advernment of tho United Statos,”
&(ﬁf& polley of congsssion fo unlawful |’

desi-

18 vopresentation in Uongross mo vo
should kend men théra who oan

‘we still desire to pursue it? Are we pre:

rable; that e
taka Ehat;‘-dat ), fathier than that we should re-

wain unrepregented longer™  Cuan the people '

of the State trust these who eould or who
would take it 7 )or the hovor of our State,
I should prefer that she should not be repre-
scuted in the halls of Cougress until hier dele-
gutes can enter them as free men, representing
a sovereign State, with all her ** dignity, equal-
ity and rights unimpuired.”” Wheu that day
cowmes, there may be a restoration of the
Union in_fact, as well a8 iu ' theory ; when
North and South, forgiving the past, even if
they canuot forgot it, may meet as cquals on
some eommon ground, where the honor, the
rights and the feelings of both enn be recog-
nized and respected.  But until that day
does come, in the words of Patrick ITenry,
“Gentlemen mny ery peace! prace! but

Let me not he understood as making any re-

dame frank manner, and as fully, thoir

there is no peweee I

Itis searcely neeessary for me to say that,
entertuining the views | have expressed, I
think it far preferable the State should re-
main in its present eondition, under wilitary
rule, than that it should give its sanction to
weasures which we believe to be illegal, un-
coustitutional and ruinous. 1t is my honest
and firm belief, that the voluntary aceeptance
of theas measures by onr people would surely
bring, not unly to the South, but to the whole |
country, c®ils far gyeater than any we have
yet saffored.  The North, fluslied with sue-
cess, und drunk with power, muy not be able
to realize this fact; but ns surely us the South
fallo n wictim to irrcoponsible and unlleenscd |
power, so surely will the North lose its liber-
ties. Ruin to the South will react on the
North, and if we nre erushed into the dust,
the Northern people will sce but the foreshiad-
owing of their own certain doom, Recognize,
ns nu estublished prineiple, the right of any
political party that way be in the ascendancy
to fix upen ull who differ with them laws un-
authorized by the Constitution of the United
States, aml we shall begin that downward ca-
reev which will lead us steadily through con-
fusion, anarchy and blood, to the certain over-
thirow of republican institutions and free wov-
croment.  Believing this, I vegard it the duty
of every man, in the exercise of the right ac-
corded toall by these military bills, to oppose
their adoption by all lawful means,  As the
people huve the privilege, then, of expressing
cither assent or dissent on this question, [
advise them, earncstly, to record the luttor as
fully and solewuly as possible. Lut cvery
man register and east his vote against the
Convention, stnce the question will be made
on that issue,

These, gentlemen, are the conclusions to
which I have been brought by the most anx-
ious considerntion of these **important mat.
ters soon to be subwmitted to the people of the
State.””  They have been laid before you at
greater length than I intended, but it secemed
to me best to let you have my premises, as
well ns my conclusions, in order that you
might judize of the correctness of both. T gan
only deelave that T huve discussed this mao-
mentous question with the single desiro to ar-
rivent the troth, and I hope that it has at
least been discussed in a temperate and dis-
passionate spirit,  Let me bring one other
subjeet, sugges: d by your letter, to your con-
sideratiou, and 1 shall tax your paticnce no
farther.

You say, traly, that T, as well as yourselves,
“have hoped and striven for entire harmony
of wetion among our people.” It has been
my most carnest. desire to seeure this harmo-
ny, a3 it has been my constans effort to allay
excitement, aud bo eonnnal ahodienons to the
laws, T'his has been the prevailing sentiment
amonz our people, and if it fails of its objeet,
it will not be our fault.

As it is of the last consequence to maintain
the same amieable relations whieh have heve-
tofore exiated between the whites und the
blacks, T ecannot too strongly reiterate my
counsel, that all elasses Rhouhf cultivate har-
mony and exercise forbearanco, Let our pen-
ple remember that the negroes have, as a gen-
eral rule, behaved admirably, and that they
arc in no manner responsible for the present
condition of anffairs, Should they, in the fu-
ture, bo misled by wicked or designing men,
let us coi “ler how ignorant they neecessarily
are, and . us, only the more, try to convinoe
them that we are their best friends.  Deal
with them with purfect justice, and thus show
that you 7ish to promote their advancement
and enlightenment. Do this, aud the neroes
will nat only learn to trust yon, but they will
soon appreciate the fuet so evident to us, that
we can do without them fuy botter than they
can do without us.

On n late public oceasion, where many of
f‘nu weore prosent, L expressed my porfeet wil-

ingness to see impartial suffrage established
at the South, and I believe that this opinion
is entertuined, not only by a large majority of
the intelligent and reflecting whites, {Jut also
of the same class among the blacks. I depre-
oato universal suffrage, not only on genernl
principles, but especially in the ense before
us, beeause I deny the right of Congress to
Prcscriho the rules of citizenshipin the Statos.
T'he Supreme Court bag decided that a negro
ia not a citizon of tho 1'nited States, and Con-
gross eannot roverse that decision by an aet.
The States, however, are compotent to eonfor
citizanship on the negro, and I think it is the
art of wisdom that sueh action should he ta-
Enn by the Southern States, Wo hove ree.
ognized the freodom of the blacks, and have
ptacéd this fuet beyond all probability of doubt,
denial o reonll. Lt us recognize in' the
politi

oal rights aleo.  Ilor myself, T'¢onfess that I
a porfoetly willing to séo a constitution adopt-
ed by our State, ‘conforring tha elactive fran

chire’ on tho nogro, on precisely the same | -

tevnis "af it is to bo excroised by the ‘white,
man, gua ing againkt the: abuso of this prive
iloga by catgblishing a elighit adagotional and
proporty qualificntion for all classes. .

~ Lhaye l:h_zg, gontlemon,

ply, a8 fully &8 possible, wi

lie reqnast oon-
voyed in yeur lettor.

A sonseof_duty to the

o

State, and nan eminent desire to show my, re-
spret to my fellow-citizens, from whom I ?uwe
received so many marks of kindness and con-
fidence, are the only motives which could have
induced me to take any part in public affairs.
If the'erude views thrown out for your oon-
siderntion, are instrumental in arousing any
ouc to a sense of the davgers surrounding us,
or if they can be of tho elightest boucfit to
those who luve ealled for them, thoy will
linvo nccomplished their ends. Thanking you
again for the honer you have done meé in ask-
ing counsel of me, and rraying that our efforts
to aave our beloved Bemte frowm ruin way be
suecessful, Tam, with great vespeot and es-
teem, your friend and fellow-citizen.

I To Messrs.

ﬁﬁmwd tol oot | pd

WADE [TAMPTON,
D. W, Ray, W. I Tuliey, J. P.
Thomus; 1. M. Law, avd others,
CoLusinray August 7, 1S67.
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By the President of the United States.
A PROCLAMATION:

Wheresg, by the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States, the Lxecutive power is vested in
a President of the United States of Amerien.
who in bound Ly solemn oath.faithfully to ax-
ccute the oflice of President, and, to the best
of hisubility, to preserve, protect and defend
the Constitution of the United States, and ix,
by the sume insbrmmont, wmade Cousimandur-
in-Chiet of the Army and Navy of the Uni-
ted States, und is required to tuke eare that
the luws be faithfally exeeuted ; and wheroag,
by the sume Constitution, it is provided that
the suid Constitution and the laws of the
Uunited States, which sliall be made in pursu-
ance thereof, shall be the supreme law of the
land, nod the judges in every Stute shall be
bound thereby; and whereas, in and by the
same Counstitution, the judicial powers of the
United States is invasted in one Supreme
Court, and in such other courts as Cougress
way, from time to time, ordnin and estal)ish
und the aforesaid judicial power is declared to
extend to all cases in law and equity arising
under the Constitution; the laws of the Uni-
ted States, and’ the trenties which  shall” bo
made under their authority ; and whereas of- -
ficers, civil and military, are bouud by oath
that they. will support and sustgin the Oonsti-
tution agninst alt, enemies, foreign and domes-
tie, and will' Bear true faith and allegianco to

the sane; and whereas all offigersof thog,m'ng aa

und- pavy of the! Uhited  Shates-in iadaoh
their commissions undor thaTHS up
and the riles'and’ ariioles of war, fucuran ob-
ligutien to observe, obey wii follow atich di-
rections as they shall, from time to time, re-
ceive from the Présilent, or General, ot oth-
er superior officer’ sctving them, according to
the rules and' disipline of war; and where-
as it is provided by Jaw that, whenever, by

reason of unlawful obstruetious, combinations .

or nssemblages of persans, or vebellion against
the sutherity of the Government of the Uni-
ted Siates, it shall become impracticable, in
the judgment of the President of the United
States to enforee, by thie ordinarv course of
Judicial procoeding, the laws of the United
States within any State ov T'erritory, the Ex-
coutive, in that epse, is authorized and re-

uirved to sceure their fuithful execution by

“the assistance of the land and naval forces;

and wherena fmpediments-and obstructions,
serions in their character, have recently been
iutargmscd in the Stntes of North Carolina
and South Carolina, hindering the performing,
for a time, i proper enforcement there of the
lawa of sho United Stutea, nind of tho judg,
ments and deerecs of a luwful court thereof,
in disregard of the command of the Prosi-
dent of the Uinited States;; and whereas reas-
onable and wall-founded apprehensions exist
that such ill-advised and unlawful proceedings
may be ngain attempted there or ¢lsewhore &
Now, therefore, [, Andrew Johnson, Pros-
ident of the (United Stutes, dohereby worn all
persons against obstructing or hinderin'g in.
any way whatever the faithful execution of .
the Constitution and the laws; and I do sol-
omnly enjoin the sommanding officers of the
Government, ¢i+ 1| nnd military, to render due

submission and obedionce to said luws and to

the judgments and  deorces of the courts of
tho United States; and to give all the aidin
their power necessary to tho prompt evforce-
ment and excoution of such laws, decroes,
Judgments and processes ; and I do hereby
enjoin upon the officers of the army and navy
to nssiat nnd sustain the courts and other oiv-
il nuthoritics of the United States in a faith-
ful administvation of the laws thereof, and :
in the judgmonts, decrees, mandates and pro=
cesses of tho courts of the United States, and
call upon all good and  wall-disposed - eitizons
of the United States to remember that upon
the said Conatitution and laws, and upon_ tho
Jjudgments, desveesand processes of the cou-ts
made in aceordanca with the same, dopen

.tho perpetuntion of the lives, liberty, proyper-

ity and happiness of' the peoplo, ~And I ex- .
i1ort every ono to  testify  thielr devotion to .
their country, thoir pride in its prospority and
greatness, and their dotermination to uphold
its froc institutions by a hearty . co-operation
in the offorts of the (lovernment to sudtaih
the nuthority of the law to maintain tho sus
premaay of tho Ifederal Constitition, and to
prosorve unimpaived the integrity of’ the'Nas
tional Union, ; ANSNL B Rl Y
In tostimony wheveof, I. liive ‘oaused tha-
sonl of tho United States to be affixed to theso
prosents, and sigh the smue with my hand,s—
Done at.the ity of Washington, the. Ahira
(day of Soptember,s i_‘p-_;‘thjt;ganmo\ Jour, Yiord
ono thousand eight: hundred-snd- aixty-gevon. .
By the Presidontix: . 00l T H oUW wsies
o ANDREW S '
W B Swirahus, Seore
© A‘UN1ON it of the orlithk
]Ept?ﬁ;@.l ) 4 e . ¢ by

i

wtked that e ha
threo: I :‘ / Negrecs, AN
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